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state of assassins and robbers, but rejected the perfidious proposal of one
who offered to invite the chief captain of the robbers to dinner and then
to deliver him up. His severity, which was necessary for the public
tranquillity, did not make him forget that mercy, wherever it can be allowed
to take place, is to be the favourite inclination of a disciple of Christ. A
certain Spaniard had composed a bitter and seditious pasquinade, fiLed
with notorious slanders against his holiness, for which the magistrate had
confiscated his estate and condemned him to death; but the pope granted
him a free pardon, with this mild request that when he should see him
fall into any fault he would admonish him of it. By a bull, dated the ist
of October 1567, he condemned several erroneous propositions ascribed
to Michael Baius of Lovain, some of which that doctor denied to have
been advanced by him, others he with great humility retracted. To re-
compense the zeal of Cosmus de Medicis, Duke of Florence, he granted
him by a bull the title of Grand Duke, and crowned him as such at Rome
in 1569, though the emperor refused for some time to acknowledge that
new title. By a great number of wise regulations he endeavoured to
extirpate various scandals and abuses; in a brief, by which he strongly
enforces the canons relating to the respect due to holy places, amongst
other things he forbids any either to give or ask an alms in churches,
but only at the doors; which is commanded by several councils to prevent
an occasion of distractions and an abuse contrary to the silence and respect
due to the house of prayer. Certain privileges granted to particular con-
fraternities seem to have given occasion in some places to too great a
neglect of these wholesome and necessary canons.

Notwithstanding his attention to the public affairs, the good pope
did not forget that the exercises of an interior life are the means by
which our souls must maintain and improve the spirit of holy charity,
and by it sanctify our exterior actions. Prayer and holy meditation were
his delight; for he well knew that the fire of charity will soon be extinguished
in the heart unless it be continually nourished by new fuel* St Pius joined
to prayer assiduous mortification and large alms. He often visited the
hospitals, washed the feet of the poor, kissed their ulcers, comforted them
in their sufferings, and disposed them for a Christian death. He gave
twenty thousand crowns of gold to the hospital of the Holy Ghost, and
great and frequent charities to other hospitals; he founded a distribution
of dowries for the marriage of poor women, and made many most useful
pious foundations to perpetuate the honour of God and the salvation of
souls, particularly in the instruction of youth in the Christian doctrine,
which he earnestly recommended to all pastors by an express bull in 1571.
In the time of a great famine in Rome he imported corn at his own
expense from Sicily and France to the value of above one hundred thousand
gold crowns; a considerable part of which he distributed among the poor,